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"Darkness—night—these are always symbols for the God-forsakenness of the world...and for the
lostness of men and women. In the darkness we see nothing, and no longer know where we are.”
Jurgen Motmann, In The End—The Beginning

We have weathered January, with one of the biggest snowstorms to come to Massachusetts! As we
enter February, we will have left the longest days of the year behind but there is still much of
winter ahead of us. This month we will enter the long journey of Lent as we burn the palms of last
year which will have become the ashes we experience on Ash Wednesday.

Lent is the 40 days (excluding Sunday's - which are all mini-Easters) where we experience the
darkness as we trek to Easter. It isa time to journey in the wilderness and to explore and reflect.
Some give up something, some take something on, for Lent. Either way it is a fime to reflect on our
faith and what it means.

We have seen so much cruelty as we turn on the news each night. It is time that we as Christians be
the light in the dark places. As we think about what to give up or what to take on, reflect on how
you would like God to be seen in our world today. Is it shoveling someone's snow, giving a gift to the
food pantry every day in Lent, praying for a friend going through a hard time or delivering a meal to
a neighbor in need.

Right now our faith can be challenged in all sorts of ways, it is time to walk forward faithfully and
call on the name of Jesus as we are people who will go to new places as the church of Christ to
experience renewal and reformation.

At the annual meeting we are going to be asked to consider going in a new direction, a place none of
us has ever been before. We need to move forward in faith, just like those who have gone before us
in this place.

And then we come to Ash Wednesday and our fime of wilderness walking, let us remember that the
darkness of these days is a time for searching, for something new, and for some light to come. Let

us be faithful in the journey together.

Rev. Wendy Sue Kissa, Interim Pastor
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CALLTO
ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING
Sunday, February 8, 2026

In accordance with the Bylaws of the Second Church of Plymouth, | hereby call the Annual Business
Meeting of the Church to be convened on Sunday, February 8, 2026 (with a snow date of February
15, 2026) beginning immediately following the morning worship service in the church sanctuary.

The purpose of the meeting shall be:

e To approve the Minutes of the December 14, 2025 Bi-monthly Congregational Meeting

e To receive reports, which shall be in written form, from all Officers, Staff, and Standing
Committees of the church

e To adopt the Mission Spending Plan for the ensuing year
e To conduct elections of Officers, Boards and Standing Committees

e To transact any other business that may properly come before the meeting.

Jane Costa-Elliott, Moderator



Ash Wednesday
February 18™ 12pm-12:45pm

Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of the 40 days of Lent before Easter. (Sundays are not
included in Lent). There will be a service of imposition of ashes on February 18 from 12-12:45pm as
we begin our journey in Lent.

Lenten Book Study

Save the dates! We will be going through the book Common Ground by Amberly Neese on
Wednesdays, March 4, 11, 18 and 25 from 12-1pm. More details will come out next month.

Winter Collection

I am seeking donations of winter outerwear...coats, hats and gloves. They will be donated to the local
Salvation Army. The need is great this year so please check your closets for any extras you might
have. ALL SIZES. Please put what you have in the Sunday School room by February 15. Many thanks!
Sue Holloway
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200%" Anniversary Celebration

Our current building dates from 1826 and will see its 200th Anniversary in 2026. We have continuously
worshipped in our building since it was built making it the oldest structure in Plymouth to do so. During 2026,
we plan to celebrate by looking monthly at our history and the events surrounding that history in 20-year
increments during the third Sunday of each month. We will be inviting some of you to assist in presenting 3-5
minute vignettes. If you would like to present a part of that history, please contact Laurie Savery and she will
help connect you with resources to aid you.

We plan to align our Church Anniversary Celebration with fund raising activities that share this with the
broader Manomet/Plymouth communities via our website, Facebook page and other digital and social media
as well as with our banner at the Four Corners intersection. We welcome your ideas, suggestions and
participation.

Please help us to:

Rejoice in Our Past

Renew in The Present

Restore for our Future

This Second... Church!!



From your Life Deacon,
Deborah LaBreck

Ask, and it will be given to you. Seek, and you will find. Knock, and it will be opened for you.
Matthew 7.7

The Food Pantry is open!
Mondays 10am-12pm

Gift of
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If you want to honor or memorialize someone and aren't sure what to do, why not consider a Gift of Love.
A Gift of Love is a donation made in someone's name, to the church. A letter is sent to the giver (these
gifts are tax deductible) and an acknowledgement is sent to the honoree (or the family in the case of a

memorial). If you are interested, please pick up a form in the narthex or contact the office.
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We continue to have church in person and virtually on Sunday's at 10am. Come on inl Or check
us out on Facebook via Second Church Virtual Services! If you have been watching, see you on
Sunday! You can also watch the services on PACTV. Thursday at 8am and Sunday at 6pm.
(Comcast channel 13 or Verizon channel 43)
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Visit us at www.secondchurchofplymouth.org . Our goal with the website is to provide our visitors an
easier way to learn about Second Church of Plymouth and what the church offers. The website contains
our social media buttons. We are constantly updating our content with updated information on church
events and announcements.



Birthdays
If you don't see your birthday or anniversary, please contact the office.

February 1 - Max Beaton
February 9 - Laurie Savery
February 15 - Sandi Santos
February 20 - Adam Montanari
February 23 - Roger Concannon
February 25 - Lynda Whyte
February 26 - Dorothy Williamson
February 28 - Rosemary Irving
March 5 - Charlotte Luke
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February 14 - Peter & Pam Renaud



Did you know - or ever think about?
Submitted by Ruthanne Gellar

Did you know that Maria Goeppert, in 1963, became the second woman to win
the Nobel Peace Prize for her research into the structure of the atom nuculeus.
Marie Curie was the first woman.
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Junko Tabei was the first woman to reach the summit of Mt. Everest.
She was a Japanese mountaineer, author, and teacher.

There are 360 species of hummingbirds in America.
They can fly forward, backward, and side to side.
They must eat half their body weight of food each day.



Church Signs

Welcome to a new section of the Bell!
For Christmas last year, the church office was gifted a daily calendar of Church signs.
Thank you, Jane! Each month, let's check out some of our favorites!

If you need help getting back on your feet, get your butt into church!
(that's what a past member of Second Church used to say!)

Walk-ins welcome, no appointment needed!

Hell is not full of people God rejected.
Hell is full of people who rejected God.

You don't have to understand to listen, but you do have to listen to understand.

How to avoid earthquakes: If you find a fault, don't dwell on it.

We are a distributions center for the bread of life.

When things go wrong, don't go with them.

Count your blessings one by one to truly see what God has done.



February 2026
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY  FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3 5 6 7
No 6pm Band 6pm TOPS 7pm AA 7pm 9am AA
services 10am Practice 7pm AA AA
due to Food 7pm AA
snow Pantry
7pm AA 12pm
Missions
6:30pm
Boy
Scouts
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
10am 10am 6pm Band 6pm TOPS 7pm AA 7pm 9am AA
Church Food Practice 7pm AA 7pm AA
Service Pantry 7pm AA Trustees
1lam
Annual
Meeting
7pm AA
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
10am 6pm Band 12pm Ash Wednesday 7pm AA 7pm 9am AA
Church 10am Practice Imposition of Ashes AA
Service Food 7pm AA 6pm TOPS
7pm AA Pantry 7pm AA
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
10am 6pm Band 7pm AA 7pm
Church 10am Practice 6pm TOPS AA B
Service Food 7pm AA 7pm AA
7pm AA Pantry
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